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have time to settle in one tank whilst the burners are fed
from the other.
Each tank must be capable of holding enough oil to
last one watch of four hours.
Settling tanks must be fitted with air vent pipes, and a
float index gear for indicating the oil level. Glass gauges are
not permissible owing to the possibility of breakage, and to
the liability for the glass to become discoloured by the oil.
Steam-heating coils are fitted, having 2 sq. ft. of heating
surface for every ton of oil stored in the tank.
By heating the oil the separation of water is materially
assisted. This is due to an increase in the difference
between the densities of water and oil with temperature.
This effect is greatest at a temperature of about 180 degrees
Fall. In practice, the temperature of oil in the settling
tanks lies between 120 and. 130 degrees Fah.
All impurities which collect in the settling tanks must
be drained away by each watch before refilling the tanks.
Storage tanks must be strong enough to withstand
oil pressure when only partially filled, and in a seawray.
They are tested by a head of water reaching to a point
at least 12 feet above the load line of the vessel, or above
the highest point of the tank; whichever is the greater.
If oil is stored in double bottoms, under hold spaces,
an air space of at least 2 inches must be left between the
tank top and the ceiling.
"No woodwork must be used in the stokehold.
Heat insulation must be provided where storage tanks
are situated near boilers.
Special precautions must be taken to ensure that the
pumping system for all oil compartments is absolutely
independent of those for other parts of the vessel.